
Transcendentalism Essay

Peer Evaluation and Written Comments.  Using the rubric below, evaluate a sample transcendentalism.  For this scale, a score of zero is lowest and a score of four is highest.  After each criterion is evaluated, write in the margins of the rough draft a brief comment stating why that score was earned.  Please be honest and conservative in evaluating the essay.

Introduction

· Introduction contains a universal lead that hooks audience’s attention, clearly addresses the prompt, and meaningfully reflects about the topic you’ve chosen to write about

0     1     2     3     4   =
· Introduction narrows its reflective lead by smoothly transitioning into the topic for your essay, then sets                             the context of your topic by briefly summarizing transcendentalism, the beliefs of Emerson, Thoreau, and Whitman, as well as a brief transcendental summary of Dead Poets Society. 
0     1     2     3     4   =

· Thesis statement is clear, argumentative, answers the prompt, strongly controls essay, thoroughly guides the direction                                   of each body paragraph, and appears as the last sentence of the introduction

0     1     2     3     4   =
Body Paragraphs

· Contains at least four body paragraphs where each contains a strong statement clearly based on the                             structure of your thesis and controls the paragraph in which it is written

0     1     2     3     4   =
· Each body paragraph analyzes in depth directly cited  examples from Emerson, Thoreau, Whitman, or Dead   Poets Society to clearly support the structure of your thesis by analytically explaining (not summarizing) and      evaluating in several sentences or more how the cited examples prove your thesis
0     1     2     3     4   = 
· Cites at least two transcendental examples from the Internet for additional support, with at least one body paragraph containing an example of antithesis that is thoroughly refuted         
0     1     2     3     4   =
Conclusion

· Conclusion clearly restates the thesis in different words, appears as the first sentence, and strongly states        
what was proved in the body paragraphs





0     1     2     3     4   =


· Reflect upon significance of your thesis in relation to transcendentalism, the beliefs of Emerson, Thoreau,                               and Whitman, as well as the transcendental aspects of Dead Poets Society by bringing the audience to a new            level of understanding regarding your topic that has universal appeal

0     1     2     3     4   =

· Provides a strong, original final statement that uses a figure of speech or analogy to grab the audience’s                    attention









0     1     2     3     4   =
Throughout the Essay

· Written in MLA format,  uses parenthetical citations, is at least six paragraphs long, contains  paragraphs of at least twelve sentences or more whereby the writer varies the paragraph structure by providing original,                                                 in-depth, analytical, evaluative, motivated, and on-topic writing
 

0     1     2     3     4   =


· Transitions and attribution smoothly connects sentences, direct citations, and or paragraphs














0     1     2     3     4   =


· Relatively free of pointers, spelling, grammatical, mechanical errors, and completely free of plagiarism

            0     1     2     3     4   =









Add Scores and Total =


   







Divide Total by 12       =            =          =
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